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spending the next month deadlocked on mat-
ters where Republicans and Democrats dis-
agree, Members of Congress should come to-
gether to pass legislation in these areas, 
where there is agreement. 

This Congress has been one of the most 
unproductive on record. They’ve failed to ad-
dress the challenge of high gas prices. Mem-
bers still have time to take action on this vital 
priority for the American people. They need 
to send me a bill next month that I can sign, 
so we can bring relief to drivers, small-busi-
ness owners, farmers and ranchers, and every 
American affected by high prices at the 
pump. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7 a.m. on 
August 22 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 23. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on August 22 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Proclamation 8278—Women’s 
Equality Day, 2008 
August 22, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
With vision and determination, American 

women have helped build our great Nation. 
On Women’s Equality Day, we remember 
the dedication of women who overcame 
many obstacles in order to secure the right 
to vote. 

The struggle for women’s rights is a story 
of strong women willing to take the lead and 
pave the way toward equal voting rights for 
all American citizens. In 1848, a group of 
determined women came together in Seneca 
Falls, New York, to proclaim that ‘‘all men 
and women are created equal,’’ and demand 
suffrage. On August 26, 1920, their voices 
were finally heard, and the 19th Amendment 
to the Constitution guaranteed women the 
right to vote. 

As we look back on the journey to women 
gaining suffrage, we remember the sacrifices 

of people like Susan B. Anthony and Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton. More than 160 years 
after the Seneca Falls Convention, we cele-
brate the spirit, leadership, and hard work 
of those pioneering women. We also recog-
nize the women who continue in this tradi-
tion by acting as role models in their commu-
nities, helping raise the next generation of 
Americans, leading in their professions, and 
serving in the Armed Forces protecting our 
country. These women are continuing on the 
path set by those who came before them, 
so that all Americans can realize the great 
promise of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2008, 
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to celebrate the 
achievements of women and observe this day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of August, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:33 a.m., August 26, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 25, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on August 
27. 

Statement on the Situation in 
Georgia 
August 25, 2008 

I am deeply concerned by today’s appeal 
to President Medvedev by Russia’s Federa-
tion Council and Duma, the upper and lower 
Houses of Russia’s Parliament, to recognize 
the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia as independent countries. I call on 
Russia’s leadership to meet its commitments 
and not recognize these separatist regions. 

Georgia’s territorial integrity and borders 
must command the same respect as every 
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other nation’s, including Russia’s. Russia 
agreed, when President Medvedev signed 
the French-brokered cease-fire agreement, 
to the opening of international discussions on 
security and stability modalities in Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia. This represents an inter-
nationally endorsed approach to these issues, 
which recognition would undercut. Recogni-
tion would also be inconsistent with unani-
mously approved United Nations Security 
resolutions that Russia has consistently voted 
for in the past. 

The United States will continue to stand 
with the people of Georgia and their democ-
racy and to support its sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. 

Proclamation 8279—National 
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 
2008 
August 25, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Prostate Cancer Awareness 

Month is an opportunity to underscore our 
commitment to fighting prostate cancer and 
to raise awareness about this highly treatable 
disease. 

Prostate cancer is the second most com-
mon type of cancer found in men, and one 
in six men will develop it during their life-
time. The cause of prostate cancer remains 
unknown, but early detection can lead to bet-
ter treatment and increase the chances of 
survival. It is important for men to talk to 
their physicians about risk factors, preven-
tion, and preventive screenings. 

My Administration remains committed to 
helping America’s dedicated medical profes-
sionals learn more about the cause of pros-
tate cancer and develop new and better ways 
to combat it. Since 2005, the Cancer Ge-
nome Atlas has studied the genetic sources 
of all types of cancer. By supporting medical 
research, conducting clinical trials, and de-
veloping new surgical techniques to help pa-
tients recover quickly, the National Institutes 

of Health, the National Cancer Institute, and 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion are helping lead the fight against pros-
tate cancer. 

During National Prostate Cancer Aware-
ness Month, we remember those who lost 
the battle against prostate cancer, and we 
pray for their families and friends. We also 
remember those living with prostate cancer, 
celebrate the lives of survivors, and thank all 
the medical professionals who aid in these 
victories. By continuing our fight against this 
disease, we will make our Nation a healthier 
and more hopeful place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008 
as National Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Month. I call upon government officials, 
businesses, communities, health care profes-
sionals, educators, and the people of the 
United States to reaffirm our Nation’s strong 
and ongoing commitment to the fight against 
prostate cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 27, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 28. 

Proclamation 8280—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 2008 
August 25, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The opportunities of America make our 

land a beacon of hope for people from every 
corner of the world. America’s minority- 
owned businesses contribute greatly to our 
economy and the richness of our country. 
During Minority Enterprise Development 
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